
Call for Topical Sessions   
AWRA, UCOWR, NIWR 60th Anniversaries  
Joint Water Resources Conference 

“Celebra琀椀ng the Past and Planning for the Future of Water” 

September 30 - October 2, 2024 

St. Louis, MO 

Hya琀琀 Regency St. Louis Arch 

Join us for a one-of-a-kind conference on the banks of the Mighty Mississippi River.  The American Water Resources 
Associa琀椀on, the Universi琀椀es Council on Water Resources, and the Na琀椀onal Ins琀椀tutes for Water Resources are bringing together 
a professional community of 60 years! A琀琀endees from each organiza琀椀on will have a unique opportunity to experience higher-

level networking, engagement, and learning. 

American Water Resources Associa琀椀on, Universi琀椀es 
Council on Water Resources, and Na琀椀onal Ins琀椀tutes of 
Water Resources are pleased to invite you to submit your 
proposals for topical sessions. 

Topical sessions are an important component of the 
conference and provide an opportunity to delve into 
current perspec琀椀ves on a wide range of water resources 
challenges. We welcome sessions that cover a range of 
water-related  research, management, extension, and 
educa琀椀on topics. 

Submit your Topical Session Proposal by 

February 25, 2024  

A topical session organizer’s role is to propose a relevant and 
琀椀mely topic, recruit speakers to submit abstracts to the 
session, and moderate the session during the conference.   

Topical sessions can be in the form of a panel discussion, group 
of 4, 5, or 6 oral presenta琀椀ons on a speci昀椀c topic, or 
par琀椀cipatory in nature (e.g., workshop or hands-on 
training).  Mul琀椀ple session track proposals are welcome.  Those 
interested in organizing and hos琀椀ng a topical session should 
provide the informa琀椀on below in the online form. 

Topical Session Proposals should include: 

 Title of proposed topical session 

 A brief descrip琀椀on (less than 350 words) sta琀椀ng the 
importance of the topic and the ra琀椀onale for the proposed 
session 

 Session Organizer(s), including contact informa琀椀on 

 Type of proposed session(s): panel discussion, technical full 
length talks (15 min), lightning talks (5 min), par琀椀cipatory 
session, or workshop  

 Preferred session(s) length: 60, 75, or 90 minutes 

 A list of presenters (to submit abstracts via the general Call 
for Abstracts) and their tenta琀椀ve 琀椀tles. All presenters do 
not have to be con昀椀rmed at this 琀椀me. Con昀椀rming your 
speakers will guarantee they are placed in your session 
once they submit an abstract to the general Call for 
Abstracts.    

Questions?  
Jackie Gillespie, UCOWR Interim Executive Director (crimjac@siu.edu) or Melissa May, UCOWR Admin Asst. (ucowr@siu.edu)  

Please visit the conference website for general conference information. 

Click to Submit! 

Important Dates: 
Topical session proposal due: 2/25/24 

No琀椀昀椀ca琀椀on of acceptance: Mid-March 

Abstract submission opens: Mid-March 

Proposals for topical sessions will be evaluated by the 
Conference Planning Commi琀琀ee based on the 琀椀meliness 
and relevance of the topic, and the degree to which the 
topic will bring together key researchers and 
prac琀椀琀椀oners to disseminate recent advances to the 
water resources community.  

Important note: If your topical session proposal is 
accepted, you will s琀椀ll need to submit an abstract to the 
general Call for Abstracts that opens in March. All 
presenters in a topical session (including panelists) must 
submit an abstract to the general Call for Abstracts. This 
ensures that organizers will place presenters in the 
correct session. 

https://www.awra.org/
https://ucowr.org/
https://ucowr.org/
https://water.usgs.gov/wrri/index.php
https://water.usgs.gov/wrri/index.php
mailto:crimjac@siu.edu
mailto:ucowr@siu.edu
https://www.awra.org/Members/Events_and_Education/Events/2024-Joint-Conference/2024_Joint_Conference.aspx
https://forms.office.com/r/zMPLUHzX4C

