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HYDROPOLITICS: 
Challenges in Intergovernmental

River Basin Management
Watersheds know no political boundaries. Rivers that cross state lines are often managed by a 

multitude of Federal, state, and local governments. River basin governance can be complex due to 

conflicts between the jurisdictions that share a common watershed (i.e. hydropolitics). Learn and 

discuss the history of watershed management in the U.S. and internationally; review policies and 

organizations created to manage waterways crossing political boundaries.
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